
MINUTES 
WORK SESSION OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, April 4, 2017 

4:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Terry R. 
Clark. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss upcoming agenda items and any other 
county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Luke P. Strong, Jr. , Chris Hunnicutt, 
Marc DeMott, Al Whittington, Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin and Chairman Terry R. Clark. 
Also present were County Administrator Chas Cannon, County Clerk Melissa Lawson and 
County Attorney Lester Castellow. 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Compliance Officer Justin H . Cox, Interim F inance Director 
David Zeanah, Chief Tax Assessor Bobby Carroll, President of the Economic Development 
Authority Darrell Moore, and several Economic Development Authority members. 

DISCUSSION ON SOLAR POLICY: Mr. Cannon stated that the solar discussion 
would center around two topics: abatements and incentives for solar farms and a potential 
PILOT split with the Economic Development Authority (EDA). 

Mr. Cannon further seated that some key data points to keep in mind were current solar 
moratoriums in Thomas and Grady counties, the lack of a solar ordinance in Cook County, 
incentives being offered in Mitchell County, and the fact that Worth County was leaning 
towards offering no incentives. 

Mr. Cannon stressed that the key was striking a balance between the desires of the 
landowner, the citizens located around the project site that could potentially be impacted, 
and the competitiveness of the economic incentives designed to attract local investments. 

Mr. Cannon presented a solar array analysis to the board, noting that it took into 
consideration depreciation of solar panels, no abatement, as well as different percentages of 
50% and 75% abatements. The analysis was thoroughly analyzed and discussed. 

Daniel Dunn, EDA member, emphasized the benefits of an increase in tax revenue if a solar 
operation were to locate in Colquitt County . 

Plenn Hunnicutt, EDA member, requested to know the Board's opinion. M r. Hunnicutt 
noted that the project did not create jobs. 

John Carlton, legal counsel to the EDA, stated that abatements were now state law in North 
Carolina. 
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Commissioner Hunnicutt stated that he was not in favor of solar abatements, further stating 
that the company needed to pay their fair share to remove good farm land from crop 
production. 

Commissioner Whittington stated that he agreed with Commissioner Hunnicutt, further 
stating that he found it difficult to consider any type of abatement when no jobs were being 
created. 

Mr. Dunn stated that the views expressed by Commissioners Hunnicutt and Whittington 
were valid points, but from an EDA standpoint, the overall mission was to create jobs and 
increase tax revenue. 

Commissioner Hardin questioned if the EDA was considering the loss of agricultural 
products that could be grown on the land. 

Commissioner DeMott stated that he understood both sides, stating that any increase in tax 
revenue was good but noted that the project would not create jobs. 

Mr. Dunn stated that the project warranted a good tax incentive which could result in a good 
opportunity for the county to collect additional tax revenue and possibly prevent future tax 
increases. 

Darrell Moore, EDA President, stated that Lee County was offering 75% concessions for a 
period of 15 years. 

Discussion ensued regarding the strength of the potential company, and opinions regarding 
the impact of a solar farm locating in Colquitt County, as well as tax incentives. 

Commissioner Hunnicutt stated that the company should compete on the fair market, 
without tax incentives. 

Mr. Hunnicutt agreed, stating that the company needed to pay their fa ir share. 

Mr. Dunn stated that these were good points but further stated that the company would not 
come without concessions, and asked if the Board were prepared to give up the tax revenue. 

Ricky Sloan, EDA member, stated that he was personally approached by a solar company 
concerning property that he owned, but conveyed that he was not interested due to the 
potential impact on surrounding neighbors. 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, stated that presently, the operation to be located on 
Bill May Road was the only company to file for a Special Use Permit. 

Commissioner Hardin stated that while he had no problem with an individual wanting solar 
on their own property, he was not in favor of granting solar abatements. Again, 
Commissioner Hardin stated that while he had no issue with solar, he was not in favor of 
granting abatements with no job creation and again stressed the need for calculating the loss 
of agricultural products grown on the land. 
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How property containing solar would be fenced in order to prevent glare and the impact on 
surrounding areas was briefly discussed. 

The importance of a decommissioning bond was discussed. 

Commissioner Hardin expressed his concerns concerning cleanup after potential 
abandonment by a solar company or landowner. 

Mr. Castellow stated that the decommissioning bond would not merely be 150% of the 
estimated decommission cost but would also allow credit for the estimated salvage value. 

Mr. Moore questioned if the board was willing to forego an increase in tax revenue. 

Mr. Hunnicutt requested to ascertain the overall consensus of the board concerning the 
abatements. 

Discussion of the vote by the EDA to allow 75% abatement for 15 years was discussed. 

Mr. Moore stated that the goal of the EDA was to create jobs and expand the tax digest 
without putting any additional burden on taxpayers or utilities and services. 

Commissioner Nagy stated that he did not have an issue with an individual utilizing their 
own assets to make money, but at the same time, stated that he didn't like granting an 
abatement for someone injecting artificiality into the marketplace. Commissioner Nagy 
questioned the certainty of the EDA regarding whether or not the company would locate in 
Colquitt County if the abatements were not granted. 

Mr. Moore stated that, in his opinion, with no abatements Colquitt County would not be 
competitive. In addition, Mr. Moore stated that Georgia Power would likely receive 
thousands of responses to the Request for Proposal and competition would be strong. 

Commissioner Whittington mentioned that a recent Colquitt County landowner installing 
solar panels on his land did not request concessions of any kind. 

Mr. Hunnicutt questioned the unforeseen impacts of the project, including increased road 
usage and the impact on fire protection services. 

Again, Mr. Moore stated that this was an opportunity to potentially raise substantial tax 
revenue without raising taxes on the citizens of Colquitt County. 

Commissioner DeMott stated that while understanding both sides of the situation, he was in 
favor of granting the abatements. 

The location on Gene McQueen Road was briefly discussed. 

Mr. Hunnicutt again expressed his fears regarding unforeseen consequences. 

Discussed ensued regarding the bond issue. 
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Commissioner Hardin expressed his concern regarding contaminant waste resulting from the 
solar panels themselves. 

Discussion ensued regarding the existence, if any, of other solar farms and how they have 
prospered. 

Commissioner Hardin mentioned that he did not want to get into any more situations like 
the junkyard on Hwy 319 or Bridgeport Brass. 

Commissioner Hunnicutt questioned the toxicity issue that might arise as a result of the solar 
panels. 

Mr. Castellow requested guidance concerning the credit for salvage value as a portion of the 
decommissioning bond. 

It was the consensus of the board to eliminate the credit for salvage value as a portion of the 
decommissioning bond. 

APPROVAL OF MOTION INDICATING THAT THE COLQUITT COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DOES NOT SUPPORT TAX ABATEMENT 
INCENTIVES FOR SOLAR FARMS: Commissioner Hunnicutt made the motion to 
officially indicate that the Board did not support tax abatement incentives for solar farms. 
Commissioner Whittington made a second. Those in favor were Commissioners Strong, 
Hunnicutt, Nagy, Whittington, and Hardin. Opposed was Commissioner DeMott. 

FY 15 - 16 COUNTY AUDIT PRESENTATION - MAULDIN & JENKINS: At 
this time, Meredith Lipson, partner with Mauldin & Jenkins, stated that a final copy of the 
audit had been submitted to the Georgia Department of Audits, with Colquitt County 
receiving an unmodified opinion. Ms. Lipson explained that this essentially indicated a 
clean audit. 

Ms. Lipson reviewed county financial statements with the Board, noting that the county 
came in approximately 1.6 million dollars under budget. 

The Defined Benefit pension plan was reviewed and discussed. 

Ms. Lipson stated that at the completion of the audit, the county maintained a strong fund 
balance, equating to 8 to 9 months worth of expenditures. Ms. Lipson congratulated the 
county on controlling expenditures and closely monitoring the budget. 

Ms. Lipson proceeded to review a list of management points with the Board. 

In conclusion, Ms. Lipson thanked the board for trusting Mauldin & Jenkins with the 
county's financial audit. The Board thanked Ms. Lipson for the presentation. 

(The Board recessed for a five minute break at 5:40 p.m.) 
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BOARD PREVIEW: County Administrator Chas Cannon presented an overview of 
upcoming agenda items to be previewed before the regular meeting of the board at 7:00 p.m. 

• Proclamation in Honor of National Donate Life Month - Mr. Cannon presented a 
proclamation to raise awareness of the importance of tissue and organ donation. Mr. 
Cannon noted that the proclamation would also designate April as National Donate 
Life Month in Colquitt County. 

• Renewal of Contract with Cooperative Extension Service - Mr. Cannon presented 
the renewal of the salary and benefit contract with the Board of Regents of the 
University System of Georgia to provide salaries and benefits for Jeremy Kichler, 
Extension Coordinator, Kathryn Holland, Family and Consumer Sciences Agent, 
and Kristina Crosby, Administrative Secretary. Mr. Cannon noted that the term of 
the renewal was July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018. 

• Approval of Bid for Pest Control Services - Maintenance Department - Mr. Cannon 
presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $10,089.00, submitted by 
Adams Exterminating regarding the provision of pest control services at county 
facilities. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the FY 16 - 17 budget for 
this expenditure. 

OTHER COUNTY BUSINESS: Mr. Cannon presented a list of items received after the 
agenda deadline: 

• Approval of Budget Amendment - David Zeanah, Interim Finance Director, 
presented Budget Amendment BA2017-15. Mr. Zeanah stated that the amendment 
was necessary in order to provide additional funding for several departments in need 
at this point in the fiscal year. 

• Approval of Payment of Invoices - At this time, Mr. Cannon presented two invoices 
for the board's consideration: 

o Invoice, in the amount of $7,823.76, submitted by the Southwest Georgia 
Regional Commission representing the dues assessment for the Quarter 
ending June 30, 201 7; 

o Invoice, in the amount of $5,565.00, submitted by Lester M. Castellow 
representing legal fees for the month of March 2017; 

Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the FY 16 - 17 budget for these 
expenditures. 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed pertinent issues 
to be brought to the board's attention. 

• Georgia Department of Transportation Proposals for Roundabouts on State Route 
37 West - Mr. Cannon stated that the Georgia Department of Transportation 
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(GDOT) had requested that the county provide feedback on two proposed 
roundabouts on State Route 37 W. Mr. Cannon further stated that one roundabout 
was to be located at West Boulevard and SR 37 and the second at Ga Hwy 111 and 
SR37. 

Mr. Cannon presented drawings of the proposed roundabouts. 

It was the consensus of the board not to support either proposed roundabout. 

• Request for Speed Bump on Apache Drive - Mr. Cannon informed the Board that a 
request had been received by the Roads & Bridges Department to install a speed 
bump along Apache Drive in an effort to deter speeding motorists. Mr. Cannon 
called upon Stan Kirksey, Road Superintendent, to elaborate. 

Mr. Kirksey stated that certain criteria needed to be met in order to install the speed 
bump. 

Discussion ensued regarding the installation. 

Mr. Kirksey stated that he would contact the Homeowner's Association (HOA) 
regarding the matter. 

• Potential Condemnation - Foxthick Road - Mr. Cannon stated that improvements 
to Foxthick Road were included in the county's upcoming application for 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. However, Mr. Cannon 
noted that one property owner refused to sign right of way deed paperwork. One 
course of action, according to Mr. Cannon, would be to commence the 
condemnation process, of which would require board approval. 

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO COMl\ffiNCE CONDEMNATION 
PROCEDURES - FOXTIDCK ROAD PROPERTY: Commissioner Hardin made 
the motion to commence condemnation procedures regarding parcel 6, owned by Larry 
Hunt, Jr and Lance Hunt, upon Foxthick Road. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

• General Updates - At this time, Mr. Cannon provided the Board with updates 
concerning the following issues: 

o Recreation Authority Applications 
o Surveys on County property 
o FY 17 - 18 Department Head budget meetings 
o Rock Bledsoe, CPA 
o Coroner Building 
o Thank you letter from the City of Norman Park 
o On site detour for SR 111 bridge over Little Creek 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the board. 
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The subject of employee retention was briefly discussed. 

Commissioner Strong questioned the usage of public computers utilized for research 
purposes at the office of the Clerk of Superior Court. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:37 
p .m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry R. Clark 
Chairman 

Approved~ Ji /3cJt7 


